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CONFIDENTIAL BUENOS AIRES 3170 
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E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAOS: PINT, AR 

SUBJECT: ARMED FORCES REAFFIRM INTENTION TO CARRY OUT INSTI- 
TUTIONALIZATION PROCESS 

REF: BA-3138 AND BA-3009 

1. SUMMARY: MEETINGS OF GENERAL OFFICERS ARMY, AIR FORCE AND 
NAVY REPORTEDLY RESULTED IN FIRM DECISION GO AHEAD IN TURNING 
POWER OVER TO CAMPORA. AT THIS POINT, WITH TIME RUNNING OUT, 
MILITARY' S OPTIONS ARE DIMINISHING AND IT IS VERY LIKELY THAT 
MAY 25 INAUGURATION WILL TAKE PLACE ON SCHEDULE. END SUMMARY. 

2. ON MAY 4 ARMY HIGH COMMAND HELD A FIVE- HOUR MEETING TO 
DISCUSS CURRENT POLITICAL SITUATION, AMID RUMORS THAT INSTI- 
TUTIONALIZATION PROCESS MIGHT BE HALTED AS RESULT OF INCREASED 
TERRORIST ACTIVITY CLIMAXED BY APR 30 ASSASSINATION OF RADM( R) 
HERMES QUIJADA. WHILE OFFICIAL COMMUNIQUE ISSUED AT CLOSE OF 
MEETING PROVIDED NO CLUES AS TO DECISIONS REACHED OR CONCLUSIONS 
DRAWN, PRESS OVER WEEKEND INDICATED THAT PRESIDENT LANUSSE, WHO 
PRESIDED OVER LAST HALF OF MEETING, RATIFIED INTENT TO TURN POWER 
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OVER TO PERONIST GOVERNMENT- ELECT ON MAY 25. 

SIMILAR MEETINGS OF AIR FORCE AND NAVY HIGH COMMANDS, PRESIDED 
OVER BY THEIR RESPECTIVE COMMANDERS- IN- CHIEF, PRODUCED 
SAME RESULT, I. E„ SUPPORT FOR COMPLETION OF INSTITUTIONALIZATION 
ON SCHEDULE. 

3. COMMENT: REPORTED RESULTS OF MILITARY MEETINGS ON MAY 4 LEND 
WEIGHT TO EMBASSY' S ERALIER ASSESSMENT ( SEE BA-3009) THAT 
TWO SIDES SHOULD BE ABLE TO FIND SUFFICIENT MANEUVERING ROOM 
TO DEFUSE SITUATION. SOME NAVAL OFFICERS ARE MUTTERING THAT 
ASSASSINATION OF ANOTHER OF THEIR COMRADES COULD PROVOKE A GOLPE. 
CLEARLY SUCH AN ASSASSINATION ( WHICH IS NOT TOO UNLIKELY) WOULD 
RESULT IN NEW TENSIONS AND FLURRY OF COUP RUMORS. HAND OF MINORITY 
IN MILITARY WHO FAVOR COUP ( PROBABLY AT LEAST IN PART IN ORDER TO 
SAVE THEIR JOBS) WOULD BE STRENGTHENED. IN FINAL ANALYSIS, HOW- 
EVER, FACT REMAINS THAT MILITARY HAS FEW OPTIONS. NOT TO GO AHEAD 
WITH INSTITUTIONALIZATION PROCESS WOULD COMPOUND PROBLEMS, 

NOT SOLVE THEM AND WOULD PROBABLY CAUSE AN INCREASE IN TERRORISM. 
ASSUMING MILITARY BEHAVE WITH ANY DEGREE OF RATIONALITY, THERE- 
FORE, RESULTS LIKELY TO BE MUCH THE SAME AS THOSE OF LAST WEEK' S 
MINI- CRISIS, I. E„ UNEASY ACCEPTANCE OF SITUATION BY MILITARY AND 
CONTINUATION OF INSTITUTIONALIZATION PROCESS. FOR ONE THING, 
PERONISTS, WHO UP UNTIL NOW HAVE PLAYED FAR MORE ABLE GAME THAN 
MILITARY, ARE AWARE OF AGITATION ANOTHER ASSASSINATION WOULD 
PRODUCE IN MILITARY AND ARE LIKELY TO TAKE ANODYNE MEASURES 
( SUCH AS DECLARATION AGAINST TERRORISM) AIMED AT CHECKING 
TEMPERS AT LEAST TO POINT OF ASSURING CONTINUATION OF PROCESS. 

IN SHORT, EMBASSY BELIEVES CAMPORA' S INAUGURATION IS LIKELY 
TO TAKE PLACE ON SCHEDULE. 

LODGE 
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